
AGENDA  

Pleasant Grove Elementary PTO  

PGESPTOBOARD@GMAIL.COM; Facebook: @PGESPTO  Instagram: @PGESPTO 

May 2, 2022 | 7:00pm | Location: PGES Cafeteria 

Board Members: 

Erin Wogomon, President | Angela Vermilion, Vice President | Shayna Bonney, 

Treasurer | Lindsay Pennington, Co-Treasurer | Angie Podesta, Secretary | Sara 

McMillan, Member At Large | Trenda Weber, Member At Large  

Old Business: 

1. PTO Board/Committee chair elections for 2022-2023 school year All positions stated and accepted. 

2. Book Fair summary Huge success.  $14500 total sales.  All teacher wish list bins were able to be purchased.  

Purchased an additional $500 worth of books for library.  Additional $6400 in scholastic dollars for the library.  

Teachers were very thankful and appreciative. 

3. Fundraising update 

a. Dine to donate update April Zaxbys - $244.63. Total YTD $3609.15.  Next one is Battle of the Groves 

on Friday, May 6. We get 20% of sales, 40% if we win.  
b. Shelter update Permits came through.  Should start concrete next week(ish).  Structure may or may 

not get done by the end of the school year.  Will be completely functional for next school year.  We will 

have some sort of ribbon cutting soon 

c. FFN auction appeal for items ready to go live and will be open for 2ish weeks and will close during 

close family fun night. 

New Business  

1. Staff appreciation week - this week.  Monday - coffee and muffins; Tuesday - note pads and pens; 

Wednesday - western day $10 Texas Roadhouse gift cards in cute bags; Thursday - Nothing Bundt Cakes 

coupons; Friday - food truck 

2. Field Day - volunteers still needed, will share link on Facebook again.  Popcicles will be provided for 

students. 

3. Dad’s Club - FFN May 21 - final planning meeting TBD.  We are accepting drink donations and table use 

donations.  More information to come.  Movie will start at 8:30 if outside, 7:30 if inside.  Sing 2 is the movie.  

Lots of games, bounce houses, food trucks, pizza available for sale by the slice, cotton candy, popcorn, silent 

auction.  2 shifts for volunteers.  Only 90 min each shift.  Volunteers get a free wrist band.  Exact price to be 

determined.  Flyer coming out soon.  Final planning meeting Tuesday May 10 at 7:15 pm at CLC 

4. 5th grade graduation will be at the school and will be recorded and sent out to parents.  It will be on the last 

day of school at 2pm.  The 5th grade tour through the school will follow.  We are trying to get the graduation 

back at middle school north for next year.  Capacity issues prevent parents from being able to attend.  PTO is 

providing t-shirts for the kids again this year.   
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6.. Celebrations! 

a. Deposits/Credits total =$9576.58 

b. Debits total = $15,917.15 

c. Beginning balance $87,875.50 

d. Ending balance $81,534.93 

9. Mr. Kelly’s Corner Thank you - May is hard due to testing, anxiety amongst students.  Spring fever is real.  

Testing should be wrapped up this week.  Lots of big events this month.  Pray for good weather.  Why was the 

last day moved forward?  What does that mean?  Next year, we have a new publisher for reading and the 

professional development needs to be given to the teachers.  The 27th will be for that and lots of summer 

planning. Access to the school?  Summer hours are Monday - Thursday 8:00 am -4:00 pm.  It takes 3 weeks to 

shut down the year and build for next year.  Will be completely closed the first 2 weeks of July, then open back 

up to prepare for the next school year.  He likes to set up personalized tours for students new to the 

school/area.  Construction will be done for next year.  It is 3 weeks behind schedule due to running into some 

issues.  If your kids get anxious about coming back to school, bring them in during break.  He will be available 

whenever he can.  Wants to plan a summer retreat - PTO executive board meeting for events and budget.  

Thank you so much to the board for all the time and work to support the staff and kids.  Thank you to the 

parents for getting involved.  Tremendous growth over the last few years.   

10. OPEN MIC - review last year and gather ideas for next year “Mr Kelly - will you get permission to change 

the structure of high ability and clustering”. Answer:  probably not.  I haven’t gotten it yet, which most likely 

means I won’t get it.  

 “Mr. Kelly made all the difference in my grandson’s year because he knew his first and last name the first day 

of school after a year of virtual school” 

“There is a TON of information that goes into determining class placement.  Mainly based off of reading skills.  

He is hoping to partner with a company that can accumulate the data and information and get that organized 

and out to the parents” - Mr. Kelly 

“How is the high ability placed?”  He thinks that we “overestimate” high ability, and sometimes confuse high 

achievers and high ability.  High ability should be 2% or less of the population.  Many kids leave PGES and get 

offered honors courses - you need to choose if it is the best thing for them - you don’t want to damage a kids 

confidence.  How do your kids handle being 27/28 out of the high ability kids?  That can be damaging to a kids 

confidence.  The North Grove high ability curriculum does all of third grade in the first semester.  It’s a lot . .  .  

“How does high ability affect ability to get into honors?”  it doesn’t.  It’s based off of NWEA, teachers 

recommendations, COGAT, and grades.   

“What is the status of removing NWEA” – won’t be happening this year mainly due to the reading publisher 

“Will the timing of NWEA be changing” - yes 

“SEL program - is it continuing next year and is there any data out there discussing the results and if it is 

effective” - the program here is great.  It’s all about being kind, and being a good friend, etc.  The survey is 

possibly crossing a line - parents are concerned about that survey. There are definitely mental health issues in 

the world and it is happening at school.  It has grown a LOT in recent years.  We have gone from 2-3 kids 

threatening to commit suicide to near 40.  

“There are still a lot of nervous parents with regard to SEL.  Can you video the information he is going to give to 

the kids ahead of time?  We understand you can’t video the kids, but what about just him?”  I think he would do 

that.   



“What do you want parents to do with their children over the summer besides read?”  Read.  An academic dive 

happens over the summer. Have them challenge themselves with what they are reading.   

“Suggestion: the Book-It program is parent led.  Great summer program” 

 



 

 

 


